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Wisdom Panel, a leader in pet genetics, has 
launched a pioneering DNA test to unveil the 
genetic roots of behavioral traits in dogs. This 
new "behavior insights" feature makes Wisdom 
Panel the only DNA service capable of linking 
breed-specific tendencies to behaviors like 
friendliness, anxiety, and sociability. Drawing on 
a database of over 4.5 million pets and 
extensive vet records, the test offers insights 
into 15 unique behavioral traits, helping owners 
make informed training and care decisions.

“This tool lets pet parents understand the 'why' 
behind their dog's quirks," says Oliver Forman, 
Wisdom Panel's genetic research director, 
"empowering them to create routines for a 
happier, healthier dog.”

 GLOBAL NEWS

The developmental drug relfovetmab a long-acting monoclonal antibody therapy, has 
received a positive opinion from the European Medicines Agency (EMA) for marketing 
authorization. Targeting nerve growth factor (NGF), a key mediator of osteoarthritis (OA) 
pain, the therapy is designed to provide three months of pain relief from a single 
injection.
Clinical trials demonstrated that relfovetmab is effective in alleviating OA pain, well 
tolerated, and safe for cats, including those with kidney disease. If approved, it will offer 
veterinarians and cat owners in the EU a convenient, science-driven option to manage 
chronic joint pain, improve mobility, and enhance overall quality of life for affected cats.
With fewer than 20% of cats formally diagnosed but up to 40% showing clinical signs of 
OA, this therapy addresses a significant unmet need in feline pain management. 
Expected to be commercially available in the EU by 2026, relfovetmab complements 
existing frunevetmab therapy, providing another long-term, antibody-based solution 
for osteoarthritis relief in cats.

RELFOVETMAB: A NEW BREAKTHROUGH FOR 
FELINE OSTEOARTHRITIS PAIN

WISDOM PANEL 
UNVEILS DNA TEST TO 
DECODE CANINE BEHAVIOR2

FERMENTED SEAWEED TO ENTER 
NORTH AMERICAN PET FOOD 
MARKET

Scoular, a U.S.-based agribusiness company, and Seadling, 
a seaweed biotech firm from Borneo, are set to introduce 
fermented dried seaweed powder to North American pet 
food manufacturers. This ingredient, touted as “nature's 
superfood,” offers various health benefits for pets, including 
improved skin, coat, gut, and dental health, along with 
support for brain function and cardiovascular health.
Produced through sustainable seaweed farming, the 
powder aligns with growing consumer demand for both pet 
health and environmentally-friendly ingredients. With pet 
owners increasingly seeking functional food options, this 
new offering is expected to appeal to the market's health 
and sustainability-conscious buyers.1
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OZEMPIC-LIKE IMPLANT MAY HELP DOGS AND CATS FIGHT OBESITY
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Artificial intelligence (AI) is rapidly reshaping the landscape of veterinary oncology, 
bringing advanced diagnostic precision once limited to human medicine. Through 
digital cytology, image recognition, and machine learning, AI systems can now identify 
cancerous cells in dogs and cats with remarkable accuracy. These tools analyze 
thousands of microscopic images within seconds—far faster than traditional 
methods—allowing veterinarians to make quicker and more confident decisions.

Companies and research institutions are integrating AI into pathology workflows to 
assist in detecting common cancers such as lymphoma, mast cell tumors, and soft-
tissue sarcomas. Beyond detection, AI can also predict tumor behavior and treatment 
response, offering personalized insights that improve prognosis and therapeutic 
planning. The technology helps address a major challenge in veterinary 
practice—limited access to specialist pathologists—by providing reliable, on-demand 
diagnostic support even in smaller clinics.

AI is not replacing veterinarians but empowering them with sharper, faster tools that 
enhance diagnostic confidence and patient outcomes. As these technologies 
continue to evolve, early cancer detection in pets will become more efficient, 
accessible, and affordable—ultimately improving the quality and longevity of life for 
dogs and cats worldwide.

AI IN VETERINARY CANCER DIAGNOSTICS: 
TRANSFORMING EARLY DETECTION

cont. on next page..
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A recent symposium on feline cardiology highlighted major advances in diagnosing 
and treating heart disease in cats—especially Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy (HCM), 
which affects about one in seven cats. One of the biggest breakthroughs is the 
conditional approval of felycin-CA1, a weekly-dosed medication derived from 
rapamycin, which in clinical trials halted or reversed cardiac wall thickening in cats 
without major side-effects. 
The symposium also stressed the importance of early screening—especially in 
predisposed breeds like Maine Coons, Ragdolls and British Shorthairs—and proper 
diagnostics such as echocardiography, blood pressure measurements and genetic 
testing for certain cats. While mysteries remain in the disease's progression, the new 
treatment options and improved detection protocols give veterinarians and cat-
owners fresh hope in managing feline heart disease. 

NEW HOPE FOR CATS WITH HEART DISEASE

Canine cognitive dysfunction (CCD) is a common neurodegenerative disease in older 
dogs, similar to human Alzheimer's disease. It presents with disorientation, social 
changes, sleep–wake disturbances, house soiling, altered activity, and anxiety.

Prevalence
The condition becomes more frequent with age, affecting 8.1% of dogs aged 8–11 years, 
18.8% at 11–13 years, 45.3% at 13–15 years, and as high as 67.3% at 15–17 years. Despite 
these high numbers, many cases remain undiagnosed in early stages due to subtle or 
misattributed symptoms.

CANINE COGNITIVE DYSFUNCTION: 
PREVALENCE & TREATMENT

cont. on next page..
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We're proud to have participated in multiple educational events that allowed us to connect, learn, and grow 

alongside the veterinary community. From the COAT Conference at Madurai to the Hebbal Veterinary College 

Event and SAPAK – Emergency & Critical Care in Kochi, each interaction strengthened our bond with passionate 

veterinarians and future leaders of animal health. Connecting with young, upcoming vets at these events 

sparked meaningful conversations that deepened our understanding of customer needs and inspired us to 

stay future-ready.

Vivaldis continous educational programmes
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